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THE CIRCULAR, 


Js published on Tuesday, Thursday and Satur- 
day; of every week, at 43 Willow Place, (near the 
South Ferry, Atlantic-st.,) Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Texus—Free, to those who choose to receive free- 
ly: Three Dollars per annum to those who prefer 
to pay: 

Specimen numbers may be ordered by those whe 
wish to become acquainted with the paper; and if 
any choose to take it temporarily, it will be sent 
to them for any period which they may designate, 
and will be stopped at the expiration of such pe- 
riod, unless ordered further. 

Address “THE CIRCULAR, Brooklyn, N.Y.” 

Any subscriber can discontinue his paper at any 
time, either by notifying his Postmaster, or by 
sending back a paper having his name and resi- 
dence on it, with the simple order--*‘ Discontinue.” 

ES SS TS 
Editorial Notice. 

As the sentiments, objects, and terms of the Circular, are un- 
usual, we appropriate our first columns to such information 
about it, as may be needed by those who think of subscribing 
porit. We employ no agents to solicit subscriptions, and our 
friends are cautioned against urging any to take the paper. Our 
rule iz, not to send it to any one on the application of a third per- 
aon, except in special cases where we know the applicant, and are 
sure he is fully authorized. Our wish and request is, that every 
person proposing to subscribe for the Circular, should read the 
entire contents of these first advertising columns and judge for 
himself, without relying on any other representations, wheth- 
er the paper is what he wants. 


FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 


OF THE CIRCULAR, 


RELIGION AND SOCIALISM; 
The Religion of the Bible,-<- 
The Socialism of the Primitive Church. 


LEADING TOPICS. 
SALVATION FROM SIN, THE GIFT 


of the Gospel. 
‘«* Thou shalt call his name Jesus : for he shallsave 
his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 
A. D. 70, or ‘immediately after’ the Destruction 
of Jerusalem, at the close of the Bible record 
and the apostolic age. 

“Verily [say unto you, There be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till they see the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom.” (Matt. 16: 28.) 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 
ed in the heavenly Jerusalem by Uhrist and his 
followers 1800 years ago, and now being extend- 
ed to this world and Hades, uniting three worlds 
on the plane of the Second Resurrection. 

‘‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on EarTH 

4S IT IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 


MIRACLES, A PERPETUAL AGEN- 
cy at the call of Faith; in opposition to the in- 
fidel maxim that ‘the Age of Miracles is past.’ 
* Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth 

on me, the works that [ do shall he do also; and 

greater works than these shall he do, because I go 

unto my Father.”--John 14: 12. 

COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 
of the Holy Spirit—the Social Order of Heaven. 


** All mine are thine, and thine are mine.” —Jesus 
Christ. 


DELIVERANCE FROM DISEASE 
and Death, foretold by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. 

‘** He will swallow up Deara in Victory.” Jsaiar 

















GENERAL PLATFORM 
OF PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES. 
Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 
Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 


Unity of all Believers, in this world and in Ha- 
des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 


Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 


Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Discase, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 


Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
Spiration for distribution. 


Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 


Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 
Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 


A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and 
devoted to God. 





The reader will find further information about 
the Religion and Socialism of The Circular in the 
ensuing Advertisements of Publications, and of the 
Associated Communities at Oneida, Newark, &c. 


PUBLICATIONS, 
FOR SALE THE CIRCULAR. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM ; A Compilation from 
the Annual Reports and other publications 
of the Oneida Association and its Branches ; 
presenting, in connection with their History, 
a summary view of their Religious and Social 
Theories. 128 pages, octavo. Price 50 ets. 
Printed and published at the office of The 
Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Contents of Bible Communism. 


PART L—MATTERS OF FACT. 

Location of the Oneida Association. Number of 
members. Mansion House. Historical sketch. Re- 
ligious views. Form of government. Religious 
exercises. System of Criticism. Schools. Theory 
of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 
nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 
bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 
ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 
Branch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 
N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 
Vt. Health of the Association. General condi- 
tion of morality and prosperity. 


PART IL.—SOCIAL THEORY. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Cuarter I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuarrer II. Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. 

Cuarrer UJ. Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuarrer IV. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored. 

Cuarrer V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuarpter VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, &c. 

Cuarter VII. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
going Argument. 


PART I.—DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS. 
ConstiruTIONAL CuRIs- 
Pavuw’s Views 


AT THE OFFICE OF 


CriricisM oF CHRISTENDOM. 
Tianity. THE Bisite on MARRIAGE. 
or Marriage. Law or ApbULTERY. 

APPENDIX TO PART III.—Cotitoquy on 


RIAGE AND SLAVERY. 


Mar- 





THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Church: anoctavo volume of 500 pages.-- 
By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 


The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con™ 
densation of Life, &c. &c.,—treated strictly according to Bible 
evidence, but developing many new and interesting conclu- 
sions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. All 
who wish to understand Biste Communism—its constitutional 
basis, and prespects of success—should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this book. 





THE CIRCULAR; Complete files of Vol. 1, 
(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Semi- 
Weekly,) $2,00. 

THE PERFECTIONIST; Volumes 1, 2, 
and 3: and Tue Wirness, Vol. 2. Price 
$1,00 per Volume. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and 
Defended. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 6} ets. 


ANNUAL REPORTS ; (2d and 3d,) of the 


Onerpa Association. Price 12 1-2 ets. 








Postage. 
POSTAGE OF THE CIRCULAR, (Prepaid)— 
Within this State, Out of the State, 

10 cts. per quarter, or | 191-2 cts. per quarter, or 
89 cts. a year. 78 cts. a year. 

7 If not paid in advance, double the above 
rates is charged. 
POSTAGE OF BOOKS-- 

Bible Communism, 38 cts. prepaid. 

The Berean, 28 cts. prepaid, or 42 cts. not prepaid: 

Ja Persons ordering the above books, and wish- 
ing to prepay the postage, can enclose to us éhe 
amount in government stamps. 





WANTED FOR THE CIRCULAR. 


Well written articles on all subjects of interest, in 
cluding Personal Confessions of Christ, and Faith 
Experience ; Discussions of Communism and Practi- 
cal Reform; General Correspondence, and Reports ot 
News, &c &c. By writing for The Circular, its 
friends will realize its highest value—making it an 
occasion of improvement both ways, in giving and 
receiving. Letit be a Community Parer—an or- 
ganof the true-hearted every where--growing up 





oad and edification, with their growth in 
od. 





ASSOCIATED COMMUNITIES, 
at 
Oneida, N. Y. Newark, N. J. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. Wallingford, Ct. 
Putney, Vt. Cambridge, Vt. 


HAVING A COMMON INTEREST IN ALL THINGS, 





BUSINESS CARDS OF THE COMMUNITIES. 


HE ONEIDA COMMUNITY HAVE ON HAND 
for sale, the following productions of their 
Gardens, Mill, and Work-shops, viz: 


NURSERY FRUIT TREES, 
Consisting of— 
APPLES, the most approved varieties. 


PEARS, do. (Standards & Dwarfs.) 
CHERRIES, 

PLUMS, Choice varieties. 
PEACHES, 


Isabella Grape Vines, &c., &C. 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS, 
Of the following varieties :--Burr’s New Pine, Large 
Early Scarlet, and Hovey’s Seedling. 
Also, Myatt’s Victoria PIE PLANTS. 
GOOD WHEAT FLOUR, 

Usually on hand at the THE FLOURING MILL, 
in barrels and sacks; also Buckwnear Fiour, in 
sacks—-Inptan Meat, Freep, &c. 


RUSTIC FURNITURE, 


Consisting of Rustic Chairs and Seats, of various 
kinds ; Tables, Stands, and Flower Vases; Frames 
for vines, creepers, &c.; besides a variety of other 
Garden Furniture. 
STEEL TRAPS, 
Of various sizes and descriptions. 


Raspberries, 


J&F Orders for any of the above articles, ad- 
dressed to Jonathan Burt, Oneida, N. Y., will be 
promptly attended to. 


Oneida, N. Y., 1854. 





HE PUTNEY COMMUNITY HAVE USUALLY 
on hand and for sale at their Grist-Mill, 
EXCELLENT FLOUR, 
recently manufactured from new wheat, at the Com- 
munity Mills, Oneida, N.Y. Also, 
CORN, RYE, AND OATS, 
at the usual prices. 

Tuerr Mit has recently been put in good repair, 
and is now doing the regular business of an ordinary 
Grist-mill, with satisfaction and dispatch. Corn in 
the ear crushed and ground at the usual rates. 

BAKER & HALL, Millers. 

Putney, Vt., 1854. 





Community Machine-Shop. 


W. R. INSLEE & CO., 
MACHINISTS, 


Hedenberg Buildings, Newark, N. J. 











W. R. I. & Co., manufacture Printing Preases, (for copper- 
plate and letter-press printing.) Jeweler’s Tools, Machinists’ 
Lathes,&c &c.; and are prepared to execute orders for ma, 
chinery generally. 

WM. R. 


INSLEE, ABRAM C. SMITH. 





Community Press. 


THE ‘CIRCULAR’ PRINTING OFFICE, 
NO. 43 WILLOW PLACE, 
Near the Cor. of State-st. 





The undersigned, having recently added to their 
establishment new Presses, and an assortment ot 
new Job Type, are prepared to print Cards, La- 
bels, Circulars, HWand-Bills, Bill-Heads, and plain 
and fancy work generally, with neatness and dis- 
patch. 

J& Office No. 43 Willow Place, near State-street, 
(between Columbia and Hicks streets.) 

8. R. LEONARD & CO. 


What Ought to be Done. 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher ot 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most command- 
ing instrumentality of instruction. Therefore reli- 
gion ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit 
but on the press. 


3. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalin itsoperation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for thesame reason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit tothe sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press. 








Central Business Agency. 


Grorce Cracin, General Agent for the Associated 
Communities, offers his services to others who may 
have business in New-York, which they are willing 
tointrust tohim. Tis acquaintance in the city, and 
the experience and facilities of business which he 
has acquired by his agency for the Communities, en- 
ables him to buy and sell Goods, Produce, Land 
Warrants, &c., &c., safely and advantageously. Ad- 
dress ‘George Crain, Box No. 6, Brooklyn, N. . ef 





Practical Communism--A Plan fer 
Employers. 
Natural, and Practicable Immediately, 


for all sorts of Business, and in the midst 
of Sociely as tt is. 


This plan is founded on the simple proposition, to 
substitute the family relation for the system of 
hiring. As the opposers of slavery say to the 
slave-master, ‘Emancipate your negroes, and car- 
ry on your business by paying them wages,’ so it is 
now said to the hireling master, ‘ Stop hiring, and 
carry on your business by taking your workmen 
into your family.’ In other words, let every dis- 
tinct form of business which employs and supports 
a number of workmen, be the gathering-point of a 
family sufficient to man the business, and carry on 
all its domestic affairs without hiring. Let the em- 
ployer, whatever his line of business, rive with his 
men, and make them interested rarrners instead of 
holding them by the mere bond of wages, and sup- 
porting tlieir families scattered abroad. 

The material advantages of this business conden- 
sation, would be in part as follows : 

1. Opportunity of acquaintance, and constant con” 
sultation between the workmen. 

2. Enthusiasm, induced by aggregation and en- 
tire community of interests. : 


8. Saving of time and labor in traveling to and 
fro, and the care of domestic affairs. 


4. Relief from complicated accounts and arbitrary 
money payments. 

The educational and religious advantages of thia 
plan would be manifold and complete. 

1, Every important business would be the gath- 
ering point of an extensive FamILy. 

2. That family, embracing of course persons quali- 
fied to instruct, and having constant opportunity 
for meeting and mutual help would become a scnoo1.. 

8. That school, rising into the knowledge of God. 
and having the best possible facilities for mutual 
criticism and religious culture, would become a 
cuurcnH. Thus business would become a truly sa- 
cred institution—the very platform of the worship 
of God. The four great interests of mankind—busi- 
ness, family affection, education, and religion— 
would join hands and dwell together wherever hu- 
man beings have a home. 





A New Game fer the Family Circle. 


An evening exercise combining a pleasant prepor- 
tion of diversion with intellectual and spiritual im- 
provement, has been found in the new 

Bible Game, 
of which the following is a description, as practised 
in the social circles of the Community : 


The persons present arrange themselves so as to 
be seated in an orderly manner about the room.— 


A reader, qualified by prompt and distinct utter- 
ance, is appointed. 

A system of forfeitures may be adopted for mis- 
sing, in the game; or the parties may choose sides 
and keep tally; or there may be ‘ going above,’ as 
in a spelling class; or all these may be dispensed 
with, and the game proceed without any form of 
penalty. 


In conducting the game, the reader takes a Bible, 
opens at random and reads a verse, requiring of the 
head of the class to name the book in which it oc- 
curs. If he succeeds the reader says Right, and 
opening again, puts out another verse to the suc- 
ceeding person. If he fails in stating the right 
book, the reader says, The neat, and the trial pro- 
ceeds down the circle till the right book is guessed. 
The game continues in this way as long as is desira- 
ble, and at the clo3e, the tallies of right guesses 
may be counted, if there are two sides, or individual 
forfeitures may be collected, if such was the plan 
adopted. : 
=.The Game is capable of many variations. Instead 
of taking the whole Bible, it is better at first to con- 
fine the reading to the New Testament. One method 
consists in taking some single Book, beginning for 
instance with Matthew, and guessing the chapter te 
which any given verse belongs. In the course of a 
few evenings, by means of this exercise, persons are 
able with facility, in most cases, to identify the 
chapter of any passage in the book. Another meth- 
od is to confine the reading to some chapter, and 
ask the number of the verse. In short there is no 
limit to the variations of the exercise, until it com- 
pletes one’s familiarity with the Bible, so that he 
can give the book, chapter, and verse or any passage 
that is read. 


The advantages which this game combines, are 
exercise of the mind and memory, social entertain- 
ment, spiritual edification, and the rapid acquisition 
of familiar and sure acquaintance with the details. 
of the Bible. The mental exercise is as good and as 
exciting as it is in chess or checkers. A mem- 
ory and quick power of calculation are called for and 
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developed; while at the same time the attention is 
directed to Bible truth, and in a way to makeit 
remembered, and fix its connexions in the mind.— 
It is a faster, and at the same time a more attract- 
ive way of obtaining perfect knowledge of the Bible, 
than that used in common Sabbath schoels; and the 
objection which may be made that the knowledge 
acquired in this way will be merely arithmetical or 
verbal, is found by experience to be an entire mis- 
take. Whoever wishes to be a good player, must 
study the tonnections and classification of the pas- 
sages, and must get a more comprehensive view of 
the differences between the various books, and the 
scope of each chapter, than is required by any other 
method of studying the Bible. 
ee 

A Scriptural Hlustration. 

The following pleasing incident occurs in Prof. 
Robinson’s account of an excursion from Jerusa- 
lem to Ramleh: 

With some difficulty we found our way to the 
house of ’Abud Murkus (Marcus), the Ameri- 
can consular agent, an upright wealthy Arab 
of the Greek church, whose acquaintance we 
had already made at Jerusalem. He and his 
eldest son were absent at Yafa; but we were 
received with great kindness by the family. 
The second son, a young man of eighteen or 
twenty years, did the honours of the house; 
and conducted us to an “upper room,” a large 
airy hall, forming a sort of third story upon 
the flat roof of the house. As we entered, 
the mistress of the family came out: of her apart- 
ment and welcomed us ; but we saw no more 
of her afterwards, In our large room, we 
had opportunity to arrange out toilette a little, 
for the first time after three weeks of dwelling 
in a tent, and travelling mostly in deserts.— 
Sherbet was brought, which in this instanee 
was lemenade ; and then coffee. Our youth- 
ful host new proposed, in the genuine style 
of ancient oriental hospitality, that a servant 
should wash our feet. This took me by sur- 
prise; for I was not aware that the custom 
still existed'here. Nor does it, indeed, towards 
foreigners ; though i: is‘quite common among 
the natives. We gladly accepted the proposal, 
both for the sake of the refreshment and for 
the scriptural illustration. A female Nubian 
slave accordingly brought water, which she 
poured upon our feet over a large shallow basin 
of tinned copper ; kneeling before us, and rub- 
bing our feet with ber hands, and wiping them 
witha napkin. It was one of the most grati- 
fying minor incidents of our whole journey. 
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A Large Cable. 

The following description of an immense ca- 
ble, which is to be laid from the coast of France 
to the Island of Corsica, we find among the 
foreign items in the Jndependent : 


The first portion of the great Mediterra- 
nean cable, the largest cver made, and in 
point of circumference also ‘the largest at pres- 
ent existing, is just completed at the yard, 
near Greenwich, and ready for shipment. The 
screw-steamer ‘ Persian,’ destined to carry it, 
will receive her singular cargo the moment she 
arrives from Alexandria, and the subterranean 
works on the island of Corsica will be ready to 
be eonnected to the cable on its being laid down. 
The cable is about 110 miles in length and 
weighs somewhere about 800 tons. It contains 
six copper wires, or conductors, for the elec- 
trie fluid to traverse, protected by a gutta per- 
cha covering, secured ina hempen rope, and 
finally surrounded by twelve iron wires of No. 1 
gauge. The projector and originator, Mr. 
John Watkins Brett, ‘profiting by experience, 
has allowed 20 miles for what is technically 
termed slack and way and for depths of the 
ocean. As now -coiled in the yard, the cable 
oceupies about 75 feet, taking its convex sides. 
The perpendicular height of the coil is about 5 
feet, and the width of one side of the coil from 
the convex to concave reaches 24 feet. The 
moment it is laid, Loncon will be in immediate 
communication with Cagliari through the cable 
and about 400 miles of subterranean wire. 





Steep or Priants in tHe Arctic Re- 
cions.—Mr. Seemarn, the naturalist of Kel- 
lett’s arctic expedition, states a curious fact 
respecting the condition of the vegetable world 
during the long day of the arctic summer.— 
Although the sun never sets while it lasts, 
plants make no mistake about the time when, 
if it be not night, it ought to be, but regularly 
us the evening hours approach, and when a 
midnight sun is several degrees above the hori- 
zon, droop their leaves and sleep, even as they 
do at sunset in more favoured climes. ‘If 
man,’ observed Mr. Seemann, ‘should ever 
reach the pole, and be undecided which way to 
turn when his compass has become sluggish, 
his timepiece out of order, the plants which he 
may happen to meet will show him the way; 
their sleeping leaves tell him that midnight is 
at hand, and that at that time the sun is stand- 
in the north.’"—American Annual of Scientific 
Discovery. 


Co Correspondents. 


eee 

R. S.—The paragraph from the Perfectionist, quoted in your 
letter, was (contrary to your supposition) not written by Mr. 
Noyes; and in making the correction we may add that we think 
he would not altogether like its spirit and language. Though 
we may be called from time to time to say severe things of the 
churches, yet so long as there are other things in the world as 
bad as, or worse than they, itis hardly right to exhaust the 
vocabulary of denunciation in characterizing them. In fact, 
so faras they have been made the recipients and promulgators 
of the Bible, we consider that their mission may be well apo- 
ken of. 

The doctrine of circumstances as held by Owen and the anti- 
Bible Socialists, appears to us a very superficial one. We con- 
sider that the most potent circumstance in respect to charac- 
ter and the development of good and evil in man, is his in- 
terior relation to the spiritual principalities of the invisible 
world, and that his outward surroundings are but the second- 
ary or reflex agency growing out of this previous connection —- 
Hence we heartily accept the spiritual doctrines of the Bible 
which teach us to ‘believe in Christ,’ ‘to forsake all for him,» 
to ‘eat his flesh and drink his blood,’ to * seek first his king- 
dom and righteousness’—finding also the result promised, that 
in establishing this primary interior connection with God all 
other good circumstances are added. Henee, too, we take the 
position at which you demur, that outward circumstances do 
not affect the possibility of being a Christian in any way — 
Communism is the proper fruit and expression of Christianity, 
and is adapted to its development in the outward sphere ; but 
after all, the prior seed and root of the matter isim a faith in 
Christ which germinates in the heart of the individual believ- 
er in any circumstances, 

C. S.—Your true course is to become acquainted with the 
publications of the Community, and if this results in mutual 
confidence and a tendency to unity, the way will be open for 
a further connection, In reference to the business you men- 
tion, a personal interview with some of the Oneida friends 
might be of use. 

E. B.—The Perfectionist, three Vols. in one, now in the hands 
of the binders, will be forwarded soon 
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BROOKLYN, JUNIE 27, 1854. 
John R. Miller. 

Tn attempting to make a more extended notice 
of our brother J. R. Mitier, whose recent de- 
parture has been announced in the Circular, we 
find it impossible to treat the subject in the usual 
biographical way, as though he were really taken 
away from us. Though we stood by his bedside 
when he breathed his last in the body, we yet 
cannot realize, and do not feel called to believe 
that his manly and generous spirit is separated 
from those he loved, or that he is lost to the cause 
which he served so long and well. On the con- 
trary, all our intuitions testify that he is remov- 
ed only by a thin veil, that he is transferred as it 
were, to a yet unvisited Commune, and that the 
lines converge before us to a near and happy meet- 
ing, on the plane of endless hfe. Such being the 
case, we feel that any special eulogy of his memo- 
ry is out of place, and in sketching his connection 
with the Association, we wish to speak modestly, 
as though our words were to be submitted to his 
own review. 





Mr. Mitver was born in 1813, at Westminster, 
Vt., making his age about 41 at the time of his 
death. He took a situation as clerk ina store 
while quite young at Westminster, removed after- 
ward to Putney, and spent one season in the 
same capacity in New York. Returning to Put- 
ney he entered into business for himself, and was 
for some years a successful merchant. In 1840 
or thereabouts, he became interested in the sub- 
ject of religion during a revival at Putney, and be- 
ing convinced of the truth of what was called Per- 
fectionism, he went beyond mere conversion to a 
confession of Christ asa whole savior from sin 
and its consequences. In 1841, he dissolved his 
previous business connections, and attached him- 
self to the Community movement which was then 
in the infancy of its development in the small 
circle of friends associated with J. H. Noyes, 
whose sister CuarLotte A. Noyes he married.— 
Hie became the business agent of the Association, 
carried on Mercantile operations in its name, and 
stood as its representative in transactions with 
surrounding society. His services to the Com- 
munity as a financier and skillful negotiator both 
at Putney and Oneida were invaluable. At times 
of the greatest perplexity and trial, during the va- 
rious * moral wars’ and outside pressures that the 
Community was early called to endure, Mr, 
Mit.er’s talents and faith shone préeminently, 
and under the hand of God were the means of 
successfully carrying us through. In managing 
the finances of the Community his experience was 
particularly an.example of faith. His motto was, 
‘Support’ the paper and the public interest, and 
God will supply our wants ;? and in multitudes of 
instances an almost miraculous diversion of means 
to his hand at the time they were needed, justi- 
fied his trust. Of his private qualities, whether 
faults or virtues, we need not speak. Only on 





one peint—his chivalric devotion to his friends, 





which led him in all circumstances to take the 
brunt of action and hardship has endeared him to 
many besides the Community, and is that which 
if he were really lost to us, would bea loss in- 
deed. 

A few weeks before his death and while then 
suffering from disease, he visited us at Brooklyn, 
and also at the Wallingford Commune ; and re- 
turned with the intention of still being useful to 
the Community in matters of business. But his 
strength failed, and in just a month from his re- 
turn he fell asleep. His work here was done; 
and he passed into another school. It was the 
voice of a Father to him and to us, and we cannot 
mourn. 

Mr. MiLter’s correspondence is quite volumin- 
ous, and was partly collected and arranged by 
himeelf. If it should ever be published it would 
afford a graphic and entertaining history of the 
Community through thirteen years of its pro- 
gress. 





The Latest News. 
Selected and compiled for the Circular from all sources to the 
hour of publication. 





MATTERS IN EUROPE. 

The steamer Atlantic with London and Liver- 
pool dates to June 14th, arrived on Sunday morn- 
ing. The intelligence shows but little change from 
accounts by previous mails. Reports from Silis- 
tria to June 7th are favorable to the Turks. The 
Russians have been repulsed in all their attempts 
to storm the place; and on May 30th the Turks 
assumed an offensive attitude. The report that 
Omer Pasha was advancing toward the place with 
90,000 men is contradicted. The report also that 
70,000 English, French and Turkish troops were 
on their way to relieve Silistria needs confirma- 
tion. Up to May 30th only one English division 
had left Scutari for Varna. All that can be said 
with certainty respecting Silistria, and affairs in 
that region is, that according to all accounts that 
fortress has made a brave, and thus far successfu! 
resistance. 

It is reported that the Russians have suffered 
reverses at other points both in Europe and in 
Asia. The reported victory of the Greek insur- 
gents is contradicted. 

The Crystal Palace at Sydenham was formally 
opened on the 10th by Queen Victoria in the 
presence of about 40,000 spectators, among whom 
were the King of Portugal, the Duke of Oporto 
and the British Cabinet Ministers, &c. On the 
12th Kossuth addressed a meeting at Nottingham 
on the cause of Poland and Hungary. 

FROM CHINA. 

The reported repulse of the Imperialist forces 
at Shanghai, is now confirmed. The Tribune 
sums the affair up as follows: The European and 
American residents being continually insulted 
and robbed by the Imperialists who were beseig- 
ing the city, formed a corps of 300 volunteers, 
with four pieces of cannon, and accompanied the 
insurgent garrison in making a sortie. After a 
lively combat the Imperialists were defeated and 
fled, leaving the victors in possession of their 
camp, artillery, and an immense booty. 

THE GADSDEN TREATY. 

The Gadsden Treaty which was concluded with 
Mexico last December, and which has since been 
amended by the U. S. Senate, and accepted by 
Santa Anna, is now before the Senate for approval 
and ratification. Amongst other things this trea- 
ty stipulates a change of the boundary line be- 
tween Mexico and the Territory of New Mexico. 
The new line is as follows: From the point on 
the Rio Grande where the parallel of 31. 47 north 
latitude crosses that river, it runs due west along 
that line of latitude one hundred miles; thence 
south to the parallel of 31.20; thence due west 
again to the 111th meridian of longitude; thence 
in a straight line in a north-west direction to the 
River Colorado twenty miles below the mouth of 
the Gila ; thus ceding to the United States all the 
Mexican Territory north of this line. For this 
territory and in consideration of being released 
from the obligation incurred by former treaties to 
defend the Mexican frontier from the incursions of 
the Indians, the United States pays Mexico $10, 
000,000. The treaty also grants to the United 
States the right to navigate the Gulf of California, 
and secures the right of a transit-way for persons, 
merchandise and mails across the Isthmus of Te- 
huantepec. The treaty will probably pass the 
Senate. 

THE ERIE STRIKE. 

The strike on the Erie Railruad ended yesterday. 
The engineers, it is said, misconstrued the rules ; 
and upon their being explained to them by the 
superintendent, they consented to return to work. 
To-day the trains commence running again at the 





usual hours, The strike caused a loss of over 
$100,000 to the Company. 








The Harmonizing Power. 

Christ is the soul of all pleasure and beauty, 
So thought we, when hearing the superb music 
of Julliens farewell concert last evening, at the 
Crystal Palace. The great charm of the music, 
is the combination of such a variety of sounds 
into one harmonic whole. Jullien himself seem- 
ed like a perfect magician, who by the pow- 
er of his wand and the magical effect of his ges- 
tures, produced all the vibrations of that great 
choir at will. For the time being at least that 
full Orchestra seemed ‘baptised into one spirit? 
and hence the perfection of their harmony. The 
entertainment closed with several national songs 
of England, France, America, &c.; and the singing 
them together was pleasing to us, as emblematic 
of the unitary growth of thenations. The Pal- 
ace too, which is dedicated to the whole world, 
seemed an appropriate place for the uniting of 
those national songs. 

We believe that the spirit of Christ is the only 
uniting element in the universe: so that we are 
led to look upon every indicationof unity, how- 
ever small, as the infusion of his spirit into human 
nature, and our hearts are gladdened by the faith 
that we are marching on step by step to the con- 
summation of unity, when all nations will merge 
into one by the universal sovereignty of Christ ; 
and when the choirs of heaven and earth shall 
be controlled by the ‘one spirit,’ and their na- 
tional song shall be, ‘ Blessing, and honor, and 
glory, and power, be untohim that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and 
ever.’ 





Letter Readings. 

A correspondent makes the following sugges- 
tion in allusion to the trial some may have on 
account of the death of friends among us: 

“From the fact that the Thessalonians were 
troubled because some of their number had ‘fallen 
asleep,’ it is evident that they expected that those 
who believed would not die: that is, they under- 
stood (as we do) that Christ had overcome death, 
but had not learned that he could use death in 
carrying out his purposes respecting the perfec- 
tion of saints, and the gathering of the right- 
eous dead to his coming. ‘There can be no doubt 
to the spiritual mind, about the final victory of 
the body over death. ‘The scriptures are full of 
promises to that effect, and the fact that God made 
man in his own image, and gave him dominion 
over all he had made, is evidence enough that man 
was made to glorify God on the earth, and though 
he fell, Christ will restore all, and man will yet 
have a cumplete body, in which the life of Christ 
will dwell, as a well uf living water ever bright, 
sparkling and new.” 





A. correspondent at one of the Communes, re- 
ports the following ‘match’ at guessing Bible 
verses : 

“ Perhaps you noticed in Wednesday’s Tribune 
an account of a rifle match, in which two men 
each shot at a target twenty times, and averaged 
their shooting by measuring the distance of each 
shot from the centre of the target and then di- 
viding the aggregate by the number of shots.— 
We had a match of guessing Bible verses last 
night in something of that fashion. After our 
usual game, it was proposed that we have a trial 
of guessing on verses instead of chapters simply, 
and H.and W. who are two of our best marksmen, 
were chosen for the trial. The book of Galatians 
was selected to read from, as they had studied that 
pretty thoroughly in the way of learning the gen- 
eral contents of the chapters; and they were to 
gucss twenty times, not guessing on the same 
verse twice. But as they were unprepared as to 
any careful numbering of particular verses, it was 
agreed that if they guessed within three of the 
true verse, it should be calied right, and when 
they missed, the number of verses between the 
verse they guessed and the true one should be 
counted ; so forming a ‘string’ as it is called in 
rifle parlance, or an aggregate which divided by 
the number of their guesses would give the aver- 
age guessing. 

“W. guessed right every time and H. every 
time but twice.” 

In respect to the Bible Game, this thought oc- 
curs to us, that it is impossible persons should 
bathe themselves in the word of God by a daily 
exercise of this kind, without being washed. The 
truth is represented in the scriptures as a cleans- 
ing element. Christ said to his disciples, ‘Now 
are ye clean, through the word which I have spo- 
ken unto you.’ Again, Paul uses this expression : 
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‘ Christ gave himself for the church, that he might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water 
by the word.’ The new birth is represented in 
many passages as a two-fold process—an opera- 
tion of water or the word, and spirit or the blood 
of Christ. The Bible Game is like a daily bath 
in the truth. It is certain that this is a kind of 
exercise that can be sport only to those who love 
the light, and love toknow where they stand, and 
what they are. It is the highest kind of sport to 
those whose purpose in hfe is to seek the know- 
ledge of God, and be perfect, even as he is perfect. 

We find it abundantly true, as some one has said, 
that in order to be skillful in the game, we have 
tistudy the sense, the train of thought. and con- 
nection of the passages we expect to guess from— 
we have to get a general idea of the constructibn 
of the whole book, its leading topics in their or- 
der, &c., and in that way we are more likely to 
come into fellowship with the mind of the author 
and drink in the spirit of his writings, than we 
should be in any other way. 





The following is a sketch by a young lady 
friend, of a fishing excursion in New Jersey. Her 
description of the mysteries of pickerel angling 
is well told: 

Newark, June 22, 1854. 

A party of five left here at 5 o'clock yesterday 
morning, on a fishing excursion to P , a small 
town 20 miles from this place, where is a pond 
two and a half miles long and nearly a mile wide, 
abounding with pickerel and other kinds of fish. 
The ride was delightful—the mountain scenery, 
the running creeks, and fields of waving grain, all 
conspired to increase the spirit of devotion in our 
hearts. 

To the pond we made our way after all things 
were in readiness, F—— having previously en- 
gaged an experienced fisherman to accompany us. 
The day being very pleasant, with a fine breeze, 
the birds singing charmingly, and an assurance 
that Christ would take the control of our excur- 
sion, we expected to have a good time. We 
each cast in a hook, and were tuld to watch the 
corks or floats on our lines. After waiting awhile 
(but not so long as ‘Jonathan Slow’) one of our 
number had a bite, and to our surprise caught a 
large eel weighing nearly four pounds. Then a 
large pickerel was caught, and another, and so on. 

The manner of fishing for pickerel 1s interest- 
ing and very different from that in the case of 
other fish: it is good discipline for the patience, 
and requires presence of mind. When the float 
begins to sink indicating that a fish is hold, it is 
a signal not to pull, but to slack your line—let it 
goas far as you can and keep hold of your rod, 
until the pickere} has time to scale the little bait- 
fish and swallow him, when you are quite sure of 
your prize. This operation of the floats going 
under water and coming up, often times is repeat- 
ec again and again. We fished about 6} hours, 
and caught 14 pickerel, 4 cat-fish, and 6 eels: 
the large pickerel weighed over 3 pounds, and the 
large ecl over 4 pounds, 

After partaking of a good dinner at a country 
tavern, we started for home at five P. M., where 
we arrived at nine o’clock, conscious all day of 
the care and attention of our heavenly Father: 
it is this, that sweetens everything. C. 








Communism for the Rich. 

The following is a transcript in part, of a letter 
lately received : 

B—— June 25, 1854. 

Dear Brorner C.-—I have been considering 
my present situation for some time past; and as 
| have my mind made up on Communism, and 
have more business than I can properly attend to, 
the question arises whether it would not be prop- 
er for me to ask for some assistance from the 
Commune, for which I consider myself laboring. 
Probably there are some one or more who could 
be more benefited here for the present than where 
they are; and probably the change might be 
pleasing. It is not my intention to remain here 
longer than my present business continues. * * 

I cannot hire persons here that I can trust—I 
have hadmany, but they feel nointerest in my bus- 
iness, and some of them have robbed me. Since 
Ihave ina measure separated myself from the 
present state of society, it seems as if the devil 
put it into the minds of many people, to try to 
injure me all they can by word and deed. I have 
had for a long time a longing desire for a more 
perfect state of things, and still hope to see it re- 
alized. 1 do not want money to worship, but as 
the present state of things is, you cannot get a 
place on God’s fuotstool to hve on without it.— 
But I have looked forward in my mind to a better 
‘tate of things, when money will not be neces- 
‘ary on any account, and when every person will 


live and do as they would in the kingdom of God. 
Yours in Brotherly Love, 
REMARKS. 

It has long been a question of interest in socie- 
ty, what can be done for the poor; and philan- 
thropy has tasked itself in all ways to devise an 
answer. But another question of equal :mpor- 
tance which is now coming up and beginning to 
claim attention, is, what can be done for the rich ? 
It is evident from the stand-point of Communism, 
as well as from that of the gospel, that the latter 
need help as aclass quite as much as the former. 
The cares and burdens of isolated wealth are as 
onerous and wearing as the wants of poverty; and 
its temptations are probably more entangling to 
the soul. Communism, by distributing responsi- 
bility according to strength, and sharing egual af- 
fluence with all, is evidently destined to be the 
remedy for the evils both of wealth and want.— 
The only question is, how it is to be apphed. In 
the case of the poor there is no great difficulty— 
vacancy is a thing easily handled. But with the 
rich, whose property has been gathered under the 
worldly system, and is held as it were under a 
lock-and-key mortgage by the principalities of 
mammon itis a different thing—it isanice problem 
to recover it from the great baptized body of self- 
ishness, and annex it to God’s kingdom under the 
law of Communism. 

We have had letters and applications not un- 
frequently of late, like the one given above, from 
persons of property, asking for help of the Com- 
munity in relation to their affairs, and offering to 
put their estates into our hands for settlement 
and extrication if possible with themselves, from 
the false system to which they feel themselves 
linked. We regard this class with interest, and 
expect in due time that the way will be opened 
for some manner of cdoperation with them in 
effecting their release from the bondage of the 
money kingdom. We are glad to see signs of in- 
creasing sincerity, and that God 1s stirring up a 
revolt of faith against mammonism among the 
rich. That sincerity however will have to go on, 
we are persuaded, to a point of great intensity in 
order to touch the power of deliverance. 
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A Suggestion to Students of Church History. 


* St. John, as all know, outlived the date of his 
Master’s crucifixion by about seventy years, being 
in his own person the link which connects 
the second with the first century... .St. John 
certainly lived to the year L00. Polycarp, a per- 
sonal friend and disciple of St. John, was living, 
Bishop of Smyrna, when M. Aurelius came to 
the throne....The first thirty-three years of 
Christian history, are filled by our Lord’s own life: 
the next sixty-seven are those during which the 
apostles labcred in building the church, and one 
after another fell asleep, till the list of their 
deaths was closed by that of St. John, the young- 
est and most long-lived of their company. The next 
sixty years form the age of their immediate suc- 
cessors, and amongst these, Polycarp may be se- 
lected at present as the most noted. So that the 
transition in point of time 1s easy from our Lord’s 
death, to the old age and death of St. John— 
from St. John to the old age of his disciple Poly- 
carp... .It is beyond all question, as an historical 
fact that St. John lived till the third year of Tra- 
jan’s reign. When Trajan became Emperor, St. 
John was quietly presiding over the Church of 
Ephesus, having returned from his banishment in 
the Island of Patmos, probably two years before. 
At Ephesus he was still living in the year 100 
A. D.’—North British Review, May, 1854. 

So far from being ‘known to all’ or being * be- 
yond all question historical facts,’ all the evi- 
dence there is to corroborate the above state- 
ments, is that which is found in the traditions 
and statements of the writers of the first centu- 
ries. And before receiving such sweeping asser - 
tions as warranted by historical facts, we think 
that it would bea good plan for students of 
Church History to examine, and see how little 
evidence there is in reliable history to support 
them. It would be an interesting subject for 
research. Who will take a tour through the fields 
of the past, and give a correct report of all that is 
to be found on this point ? 
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Only One Immortal Life. 

Christ says, ‘Except aman hate his 
own life, he cannot be my disciple.’ That 
involves this truth :—That God in un- 
dertaking to save a man, has to bring him 
to a state not unlike that in which per- 
sons commit suicide—a state where he can 
see nothing that suits him, and hates his 
own life. 
I try to represent to myself, from time 
to time, why we should hate our own 
lives ; and I can see good reasons for it— 





reasons of universal truth. Our own life is 


‘grade toward perfect desolation. 


the life that we had before we knew 
Christ, and, of course, a life that is not 
in 2 feminine, receptive attitude toward 
Christ. It is life having in it a principle 
of growth separate from him, and which 
is not the eternal life that raised him 
from the dead, but life of an inferior na- 
ture. Well, the Bible says of God, that 
he only hath immortality. I suppose 
that if there could be two lives and prin- 
ciples of growth independent of each 
other, as the principle of growth is con- 
tinually adding material around it to it- 
self, those two lives would be rivals to 
each other for the possession of the uni- 
verse. Any life, as that of a tree or of a 
man, if it was immortal, that is, if its 
principle of growth was of everlasting 
continuance, would go on and appropriate 
to itself the universe. But there is only 
one life that has everlasting continu- 
ance, and that is God’s life. These prin- 
ciples actually define ou individual 
life, as excluded from immortality; and 
I think I can see that God himself 
cannot alter the fact—that he can make 
nothing immortal, otherwise than by affi- 
liation to himself. In the case of a tree 
or plant, we might suppose, in a certain 
view of benevolence, that he might wish 
it to grow for ever ;—but I do not know 
as it would be possible. His benevolence, 
I infer, is obliged to limit itself to 
the principle, that immortality can only 
exist by affiliation to himself: and wnin- 
telligent life has no possibility of aflilia- 
tion to himself. He cannot give unintelli- 
gent life, or brute life, affiliation to himself. 
But man rises to intelligent life, where he 
can see aud appreciate eternal life, and 
can be brought, under favorable cireum- 
stances, to desire it so much as to sur- 
render his unintelligent life, and become 
affiliated to God, and so become immor- 
tal. 

Man in his natural state has in him 
that capability, but is not properly im- 
mortal. If you say he is immortal, be- 
cause he continues to exist, I answer, 
the devil is immortal in the same sense. 
Immortality, as I define it, is not predi- 
cable of life that has ceased to grow, or is 
going on in a retrograde course. A tree 
stands after itisdead. The organization 
remains—there is a vital principle in it 
to some degree, after the bark and limbs 
are off. But we call it a dead tree ; and 
so life that has ceased growing is dead. 
Life, the action of which is not toward 
enlargement and extension, but toward 
diminution, is properly called dead; and 
on that principle we call the damned, dead. 
Our life at best, considered by itself, not 
affiliated to Christ, has only a temporary 
growth like vegetables and animals, and 
then ceases to grow, dries up and decays ; 
and mere natural reason, without the 
light of the Bible, would lead to the ¢ron- 
clusion that the end of man’s life, with- 
out affiliation to God, must be either an- 
nihilation or hell—understanding by hell 
a state of everlasting decay and destruc- 
tion—the cessation of growth—a retro- 
The 
gospel brings life and immortality to light. 
It reveals to us him who only hath im- 
mortality. It offers to lift us out of the 
category of men and animals ; but its on- 
ly hope lies in our surrendering our indi- 
viduality, and becoming one with that 
immortal life. As far as we can see, the 
case is one of inevitable necessity. God 





himself is apparently limited in this mat- 





ter. Hecan do nothing better for us than 
he does ; and if we assume that it is de- 
sirable that we should keep our indi- 
viduality as separate beings, then he must 
leave us. to die like the brutes and vegeta- 
bles, or something worse. If wedo not 
like this, then we are called wpon to sur- 
render our individuality, and fall into the 
hands of the living God. 

With this philosophy I think it is easy 
to see why we should hate our own lives— 
why as we ascend in the scale of intelli- 
gence, and see what it is to have an inde- 
pendent life, we should hate it. For in- 
dependent life, that which is not affiliated 
to God, is egotism ; and egotism has that 
in it which would demand the worship of 
the universe, which would make itself 
the center of the universe. As rational 
beings, we must abhor any life that 
would have any but God for the cen- 
ter of the universe. We must abhor life 
that has this independent condition in it, 
on the ground of its being unprofitable—- 
on the same ground that a suicide hates 
his life. A due degree of intelligence 
will make us hate our own life; for we 
may see from its spiritual nature that it 
is destined to bankruptcy. Our souls and 
bodies are bound to everiasting destruc- 
tion, if not affiliated to Christ. Souls 
are in the same category as bodies in 
that respect—Home-T alk. 





Caprice of Translators, 

The English translators of the Bible 
were evidently inclined for some reason 
to suppress, when they could, allusions 
to thedevil. They paid very little regard 
to consistency in their translations of the 
expression 0 poreros, Which means liter- 
ally the evil, or the evil one, and is fre- 
quently used in the New Testament as a 
designation of Satan. On the one hand, 
in such passages as Matt. 13: 19, 38 ; 
1 John 2: 13, 14, 3: 12, where the sense 
compelled them to refer 0 poneros to Sa- 
tan, they translated it correctly—the 
wicked one. But on the other hand, in 
many passages where the same expres- 
sion occurs evidently with the same 
meaning, though with less force of con- 
text to fix that meaning, they have taken 
the liberty to give it an abstract instead 
of a personal sense. For instance in 
Matt. 5: 37, ‘ Whatsoever is more than 
these cometh [literally] from the evil one,’ 
chey translate ‘cometh ofevil.’ Again in 
the Lord’s prayer (Matt. 6; 13) the sen- 
tence which they render ‘ Deliver us from 
evil,’ should have been rendered ‘ Deliver 
us from the evil one.’ So in Christ’s 
prayer for the disciples, (John 17: 15,) 
where the English version is, ‘ I pray not 
that thou shouldst take them out of the 
world,’ but that thou shouldst keep them 
from the evil,’ the true rendering is, ’ I 
pray &c, that thou shouldst keep them 
from the evil one.’ In each of these cases, 
the expression which we translate ‘the 
evil one,’ is the same as that in Matt. 13: 
19, 38, 1 John 2: 13, 14, 3: 12, where 
the common version is compelled to ren- 
der it ‘ wicked one ;’ and there is no good 
reason why it should not have a personal 
meaning in the former cases as well as in 
the latter. The definite article the, which 
in the Greek evidently limits the expres- 
sion to Satan in all these cases, is wholly 
suppressed in the common version of 
Matt. 5: 37, and 6: 12. 

The most remarkable instance of the 
caprice of which we are speaking occurs 














352 


THE CIRCULAR. 


scala 


_ A 























| 


in the translation of 1 John 5: 18, 19. 
There the expression 0 poneros is used 
twice almost in the same sentence. Noth- 
ing can be plainer to the reader of the 
original than that it is used in the same 
sense in both cases. Yet our translators 
have rendered it the wicked one in the 
first case, and wickedness in the second. 
We know (says the apostle) that whoso- 
ever is born of God sinveth not ; but he 
that is begotten of God keepeth himself, 
and that wicked one toucheth him not.— 
And we know that we are of God, and 
the whole world lieth in wickedness,’ — 
Who would suspect from this version 
that the same expression is used in the 
last verse as in the first ? Yet so it is. 
According to all rules of common sense 
the last verse should have been rendered, 
‘We know that we are of God, and the 
whole world lieth in the wicked one’”— 
This version exhibits the true contrast 
between those who are born of God and 
the children of the world. Of the former 
it is saidin the 18th verse that‘ the wicked 
one toucheth them not.’ Of the latter 
the 19th verse affirms that they ‘lie in 
the wicked one,’ i. e. are wholly enveloped 
in his spirit—he touches them at all 








points. The 19th verse by itself presents 
the same contrast in another form. ‘ We 
know that we are of God’ This 


connects the regenerate with a personal 
good being. But ‘the whole world lieth 
in the wicked one.’ This on the other 
hand connects the unregenerate with a 
personal evil being. Whereas the com- 
mon version destroys the force of the 
contrast, by connecting the regenerate 
with God, a personal good being, but the 
unregenerate only with wickedness, an 
abstraction. 

We suppose that the cause of this ca- 
price of our translators is to be found in 
the fact that their views of the personal- 
ity of the devil, and of the diabolical or- 
igin of all evil, were not so clear as those 
of Christ and the apostles. 





Room for the Spirit. 

It is the office of the body to represent 
and serve the spirit. It is the tone and 
quality of the spirit alone that gives 
character to the individual. A man’s 
efficiency in any kind of outgoing effort, 
is in proportion, on the one hand, to the 
spontaneous power of the spirit, which 
we may call the motive power, and on 
the other, to the perfection and obedi- 
ence of the body, which is the machinery 
that it drives. 

It is God’s purpose to perfect and de- 
velop to the utmost both of these ele- 
ments of human nature. To accomplish 
this, is the object of all the discipline 
whether pleasurable or painful, to which 
we are subject. It is manifestly God’s 
purpose to perfect the spirit first at any 
cost. To do this he often finds it expe- 
dient to dissolve the house of this tab- 
ernacle, and give the spirit a’schooling in 
the mansions of Hades, to wait until the 
day of resurrection for its glorified body. 

But there are still other considerations 
which in many cases may account for the 
necessity of such an exchange of spheres. 
A person’s spirit may be truly disciplined 
and of just such a character as God is 
pleased with, but through its attachment 
to an imperfect body, it may be cramped 
and limited in its sphere of operations. 
God may desire to cause the spirit to 
find room for expansion in others, that 





it may produce fruit more abundantly 
than it could by operating through one 
individual body. Like the grafter who 
multiplies his choicest fruit by causing it 
to grow on many stocks, God may de- 
sire to propagate a choice spirit that he 
has carefully reared, and who knows but 
that Hades is a better place for the dif- 
fusion of spirits among the children of 
men, than a confined residence here.— 
The recent rapping demonstrations seem 
to show that the inhabitants of that world 
are seeking mediums among the living, 
although it seems to be ina foolish and 
superficial manner, Perhaps our friends 
have a power to infuse their spirits into 
us in a manner and to an extent that 
we have no idea of, and can in this way 
fill a much larger sphere of usefulness 
than while they were with us. Most sub- 
stances have to be dissolved in a fluid be- 
fore they will chemically unite with other 
substances. Soin like manner it is often 
necessary that Christ should dissolve 
the partnership between the soul and 
body, before he can cause the spirit to 
diffuse itself, unite with, and fertilize 
others. H, J. 8. 
Wallingford Commune. 





Letter from the West. 
North Plains, Mich., June 11, 1854. 
Drar Circular: 

I have long been thinking of writing 
to you, but various causes have prevented 
from time to time. Sometimes I have no 
money; and sometimes the money is not 
of the right kind; and I am not certain 
now that the $3 bill enclosed will go with 
you. [It went very well—Cir.] Al- 
though the Circular is free, Ido not wish 
to enjoy it at your expense. In truth, I 
find a great deal in the Circular that is 
food for me. The Community life and 
spirit that are breathed through its col- 
umns fill my ideal of a heaven on earth 
for man; which ideal I have long enter- 
tained and desired to enjoy. The only 
difficulty between us is, my head seems 
to revolt at some ideas on matters of faith 
literally understood, and my heart seems 
at war with my head in these respects; so 
that I am inclined to think if I was liv- 
ing with you, the difficulty would be 
overcome, 

I have generally taken the position 
that a uniformity of opinion and of faith 
is not essential in order to walk together 
in love and harmony—that all that is es- 
sential for this desired purpose is that we 
agree to not hurt each other, and to do 
each other all the good we can; not re- 
garding a man or woman less a brother 
or sister for entertaining views different 
from us, and not refusing to walk with 
him on that account. All I feel a right 
to demand of a brother is, that he obey 
the law of Jove, or the law of Christ, if 
you please, which latter mode of speech 
is correct, for aught I know, literally un- 
derstood. I have been trying to believe 
so, as I think a confession of your faith 
has a good effect; but I wish to act hon- 
estly and understandingly. And yet 
again I am very much inclined to leave 
my head in the background, and follow 
my spiritual nature, which was always 
religious. For many years of the early 
part of my life, I wasa very spiritual 
Quaker; but my head led me away.— 
Your faith is quite similar in substance to 
theirs, I think, to wit: Christ within, the 
power of God to salvation to them that 
believe. If I were able, I think I should 
visit you this season. I would be glad 
to contribute more to the support of the 
Circular, but I am one of the numerous 
class that are always scant of money. 

Yours truly, for truth and righteous- 
ness, JOSEPH ALLEN. 

In relation to friend Allen’s difficulty, we have 
always found that Communism with God and each 
other in heart, removes the main obstacles, to uni- 
ty of mind. 





There is an edifying savor to the following 
lines, which are said to have been written by a 
young English lady under great affliction, and we 
may add, have long been adopted as one of our 
Community songs: 

The Disciple. 

Jesus. I my cross have taken, 

All to leave and follow thee, 
Naked, poor, despised, forsaken, 

Thou, from hence, my all shalt be! 
Perish every fond ambition. 

All I’ve sought, or hoped, or known, 
Yet how rich is my condition, 

God and heaven are still my own ! 


Let the world despise and leave me ; 
They have left my Savior too: 

Human hearts and looks deceive me, 
Thou art not, like them, untrue ; 

And whilst thou shalt smile upon me, 
God of wisdom, love, and might, 

Foes may hate, and friends disown me}; 
Show thy face, and all is bright. 


Go, then, earthly fame and treasure, 
Come disaster, scorn, and pain ; 

In thy service, pain is pleasure, 
With thy favor, loss is gain; 

I have called thee Abba Father, 
I have set my heart on thee; 

Storms may howl, and clouds may gather, 
All must work for good to me! 


Man may trouble and distress me, 
*T will but drive me to thy breast ; 
Life with trials hard may press me, 
Heaven will bring me sweeter rest. 
Oh! ‘tis not in grief to harm me, 
While thy love is left tome ; 
Oh! ‘twere not in joy to charm me, 
Were that joy unmix’d with thee. 


Soul, then know thy full salvation ; 
Rise o’er sin, and fear, and care; 

Joy to find, in every station, 
Something still to do or bear. 

Think what Spirit dwells within thee ; 
Think what Father’s smiles are thine ; 

Think that Jesus died to win thee; 
Child of heaven canst thou repine ? 


Haste thee on from grace to glory, 
Arm‘d by faith and wing’d by prayer, 
Heaven’s eternal day ’s before thee, 
God’s own hand shall guide thee there. 
Soon shall close thy earthly mission, 
Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days, 
Hope shall change to glad fruition, 
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise. 





Adoration of the Sun. 

A friend has sent us a description of the cere- 
monials of an Indian tribe of sun-worshipers, re- 
marking that they present the most attractive 
form of idolatry of which she has ever heard, 
We insert it as quite a readable story, and sug- 
gestive of interesting thought : 

The following are the sublime ceremonials of 
Fire-Worship, as practised by certain tribes of 
the Arkansas Indians, originally gathered from 
the researches of antiquarian societies: 

Mr. Ash witnessed an exhibition of fire-wor- 
ship, or the worship of the sun, as performed 
by a whole tribe, at the village Ozark, near the 
mouth of the Ozark on the Arkansas river, which 
empties into the Mississippi from the west.— 
He says he arrived at the village at a very for- 
tunate period, at a time when it was filled with 
Indians, and surrounded with their camp.— 
They amounted to about nine hundred, and 
were composed of the remnant of various na- 
tions, and were worshipers of the sun. The 
second day after his arrival happened to be the 
grand festival among them. He had the most 
favorable opportunity of witnessing their adora- 
tions at three remarkable stages: the sun’s 
rising, meridian, and setting. The morning was 
propitious, the air serene, the horizon clear, the 
weather calm. The nations divided into class- 
es: warriors, young men and women, and mar- 
ried men, with their children. Each class held 
up a particular offering to the sun the instant 
he arose in his glory. The warriors pre- 
sented their arms, the young men and women 
offered ears of cornand branches of trees, and 
married women held up to his light their infant 
children. These acts were performed in si- 
lence till the object of adoration visibly rose ; 
when with one impulse, the nations burst into 
praise and sung an hymn in loud chorus. 

The lines, which were sung with repetitions, 
and marked by pauses, were full of sublimity, 
and judgment. Their meaning, when inter- 
preted, is as follows: 

Great Spirit! master of our lives. 

Great Spirit! master of things visible, and 
invisible, and who daily makes them visible and 
invisible. 

Great Spirit! master of every other spirit, 
good or bad; command the good to be favor- 
able to us, and deter the bad from the com- 
mission of evil. 

Oh Grand Spirit! preserve the strength and 
courage of our warriors, and augment their 
number, that they may resist the oppression of 
the Spanish enemies, and recover the country, 
and the rights of our fathers. 

Oh Grand Spirit! preserve the lives of such 





of our old men, as are inclined to give counse] 
and example to the young. 

Preserve our children, multiply their num- 
ber, and lect them be the comfort and support 
of declining age. 

Preserve our corn and our animals, and let 
not famine desolate the land. 

Protect our villages, guard our lives! Oh 
Great Spirit, when you hide your light beyond 
the western hills, protect us from the Spaniards 
who violate the night, and do evil which they 
dare not commit in the presence of your beams, 

Good Spirit! make known to us your pleas- 
ure, by sending to us the Spirit of Dreams,-~ 
Let the Spirit of Dreams proclaim your will in 
the night, and we will perform it through the 
day ; and if it say the time of some be closed, 
send them, Master of Life! to the great coun. 
try of souls, where they may meet their fathers, 
mothers, children and wives, and where you 
are pleased to shine upon them with a bright, 
warm, and perpetual blaze ! 

Oh Grand, Oh Great Spirit ! hearken to the 
voice of nations—hearken to all thy children, 
and remember us always, for we are descended 
from thee. 

Immediately after this address the four 
quadrants formed one immense circle of sever. 
al deep, and danced, and sung hymns descrip. 
tive of the power of the sun, till near ten o’clock. 
They then amused and refreshed themselves in 
the village and camp, but assembled precisely 
at the hour of twelve, and formed a number of 
circles. Then commenced the adoration of the 
meridian sun. The following is the literal trans- 
lation of the mid-day address : 

Courage ! nations, courage! the Great Spir- 
it looks down upon us from his highest seat, 
and by his lustre appears content with the chil- 
dren of his own power and greatness. 

Grand Spirit ! how great are his works, and 
how beautiful are they! How good is the Great 
Spirit. He rides high to behold us. Tis he 
who causes all things to augment, and to act. 
He even now stands for a moment to hearken 
to us. 

Courage, nations! courage! The great Spir- 
it now over our heads, will make us vanquish 
our enemies ; he will cover our fields with corn, 
and increase the animals of our woods. 

He will see that the old be made happy, and * 
that the young augment. He will make the 
nations prosper, make them rejoice, and make 
them put up their voice to him, while he rises 
and sets in their land, and while his heat and 
light can thus gloriously shine out. 

This was followed by dancing and hymns, 
which continued from two to three hours, at 
the conclusion of which dinner was served and 
eaten, with great demonstrations of mirth and 
hilarity. Mr. Ash says, he dined in a circle of 
chiefs on a barbecued hog and venison very 
well stewed, and was perfectly pleased with the 
repast. 

The dinner, and repose after it, continued 
till the sun was on the point of setting. On 
this being announced by several who had been 
on the watch, the nations assembled in haste, 
and formed themselves into segnients of circles 
in the face of the sun, presenting their offer- 
ings during the time of his descent, and ery- 
ing aloud: ‘‘ The nations must prosper ; they 
have been beheld by the Great Spirit. What 
more can they want? Is not that happiness 
enough? See! he retires, great and content, 
after having visited his children with light and 
universal good. 

‘* Oh Grand Spirit! sleep not long in the 
gloomy West, but return and call your people 
once again to light and life, to light and life, 
to light and life.” 

This was succeeded by dances and songs of 
praise till eleven o’clock at night; at which 
hour they repaired to rest, some retiring to 
the huts that formed their camp, and others to 
the vicinity of fires made in the woods and 
along the river’s bank. Mr. Ash took up his 
abode with a French settler in the village. He 
understood that these Indians have four similar 
festivities in the year; one for every season. 

When the sun does not shine, or appear on 
the adoration-day an immense fire is erect- 
ed, around which the ceremonies are perform- 
ed with equal devotion and care. 





SALAMANDER Sares.—It is well known that 
iron safes are now made with a chamber between 
the inside and outside filled with plaster of Paris. 
This is an effectual non-conductor of heat, and if 
the safe is made so strong as not to break when 
falling in a burning building, there is little danger 
that its contents will be burnt. The discovery © 
the qualities of plaster of Paris was as follows :— 
Mr. Fitzgerald, a very intelligent mechanic of this 
city, whom we know very well, was engaged in 
making plaster images, and frequently washed his 
hands ina tin pan. The bottom of the pan soon 
became encrusted over with plaster, and one day, 
when it was sct on the fire to heat water, it was 
found that it could not be heated in it. The dis- 
covery led to the knowledge that plaster of Paris 
was a suitable non-conducter for iron safes, thou- 
sands of which are made every year.—Sun. 
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